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MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Morris Xay, Regional Administrator
uXs-yEY.vircmiaental Protection Agency

, Regional Director

Radioactive Fill - Hazeiwocd, Missouri
MO-E.O. 11983

I an writing you to express a concern 1 have over the .continuing
situation of the placement of radioactive fill in the floodway of
Coldwater Creek in the City of Hazelwood, Missouri. .While this
Agency's initial concern was for the violation of the Coldwater Creek
floodway, based on the fact it is a regulatory designated floodway
and, therefore, a no rise in flood heights provision exists, that is-
sue alone is not the sole basis for our concern. We are also con-
cerned about the inpact of the placement cf the fill in a Superfund
context. In meeting with staff of your Agencies held in late November
1987, and early to mid December 1987, the natter of hazardous marerial-
in the flood plain, as well as in the floodway was raised and the pro-
hibition of same by the City of Hazelwood's own ordinance, as veil as
this Agency's regulations, was cited on more than one occasion.

Now, I must bring to your attention the provisions of Executive Order
11988 and raise a concern as to your Agency's actions in the Hazelwood
matter in relation thereto. As you are aware, E.O. 11983 is the cul-
mination of a continuing concern about; 1) unacceptable and increasing
flood losses, and 2) degradation of natural and beneficial values. It
addresses the actions to be taken by federal agencies to "reduce the
risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of floods on human safety,
health and welfare and to restore and preserve the natural and benefi-
cial values served by flood plains..." It defines action as "any Fed-
eral activity including...conducting Federal activities and programs
affecting land use including, but not lir.ited to water and related
land resources planning...(Part 1, Section 1)"

Further, the Executive Order directs Federal agencies to "assert lead-
ership in reducing flood losses and losses to environmental values
served by flood plains...and avoid actions located in or adversely af-
fecting flood plains unless there is no practicable alternative."

In a document published last year at the request of OM3, an
Inter-Agency Task Force on Flood Plain Management cited "Further -Ad-
vise on Executive Order 11988 Flood Plain Management". Sections D and
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